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Of Mr ] OHN BUNYAN of Bedford- 
ſhire, containing, His dying Exhortations 
to his Children of their Duty to GOD, 10 
their Mother, and to one another, not loo 
before his Death. His Godly Meditations, 

* when he lay upon his Death=bed; all which , 
are very pleaſant to read, and profitable to, 
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practiſe; being of excellent Uſe for al Sorts: 3 
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of People, that deſire to live : 2 0 ad ö Lifa 
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His Admonition to his Chilllfeſ, of their Duty to C. 0 D, 
tm ther Mather, and to one ant. rote ſome 


Time before his Death, and. after wartls fob among 


275 IWritings. * 


6 ee I mult now leave you, I am going to 
a better place, my plaſs is almoſt run: I hope 
have made my peace'with God; I have fo Na 


good fight, and have finiſhed my courſe, and thefè &. 


laid for me ac rowu of glory. In my youth [ was as wild 
and ungodly !] believe as moſt was, I {pent my time 
idly, and never regarded what I did, ſoas I might pleaſe 
and ſatisfy my appetite : as to every particular of my 


life, it will be needleſs to nominate : and as to my 


converſion, you have read it in the book of my conver- 


» ſton. © I have fince my converſion, I thank God, taken 
great heed to my ways, I have lived as uprightly as I po- 


fibly could: for if 1 did any wrong, it was againſt my 
knowledge, I have wrote many good books, and have 
lived according to ſcripture rules, as much as fleſh and 
* Hlcod was able; I loved the worſt of my enemies, who 
- caſt many falſe aſper ions upon me to diſgrace me, but 
thanks be to God, I owe noone any ill will, but heartily 
forgive all that have been my enemies, as J hope to be 
forgiyen of almighty God. My dear children 1:t me 


my exhartations as a legacy, I having as you, knaw 
very little e leave you. 1ſt, Then let me put 
u 10 mind of your duty to God; 2dly, your duty 
to your mother; ind gdly, to one another, | 


# 


in: reat you to be admoniſhed by my words, and take 


Firſt, Ge Duty fo G OD, 


- = nigh unto God, and be wilt draw nigh unto 
you, Jam iv 8. This very exhortation of St. 
es” s cnough to entice you, without any other 
els you, that if you draw nigh unto God; he N 
| dra nigh unto you, this is by way of Pag 1 4 
you love God he will love you, if you fear ox a 
defend you if you are: Willing 0 f #2 
ways God wll be w bg. © &; voyeur Po-Heſires 
lot the death of a ſinner; if you are not ſaved it is your 
| own fault, and indeed this text cpmprehends a great 
daeal of comfort, it brings glad tidings to a wretched 
1 F$aner, it ſpeaks W- to all: thus far by way of ex- 
hor tation. 2dly, What your duty to God is, Fear God, 
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. and keep his commandments for this is the whole du- | 
/ ty of man, Ecc. xiih 3. There you ſee your duty, 
Fe'kear God, and keep his commandmerits; fear to offend - 


ſt God and be careful to- Heep Mer mantlments and . Re 


4 that is your duty comprehende ier 
| * ts ſerve him, fearful to offend hid end tto keep hid 2 N 
1 2 
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1 willing to keep his comma der aſs, We 
e eckions witl. patience, mur Hu at hong of mt 
ive honeſtly. love all men, {wear 1 ie not; 
„ for Medeyil was a liar from the beginning, 
© "Cheat not, take ure Lord! s Name 10 eh 
other gods, covet not another 
the Lord with your whole, M pre 
bis name, bridle your luſts and unruly paſſions, reſiſt «© 
| the devil and he will fly, from you, care not for the 
© worldand let your whole life be agreeable, to God's 
| - - word,ſuffer anything for your religion; nay death itielf, 
* daily unto ſin and live unto righteoufnels, Jud in 3 
1s. a things ſubmit to the will of Cod, dr raw vic unts. | 
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God and he will draw nigh unto you. I conclude 
this exhortation with theſe following precepts, which 
if you do follow, yau will do well. | 

3 Fear to do any thing againſt that God whom you 
love and you will not love any thing againſt that God 
. whom you fear. 

2. Let your prayers be as frequent as your wants, 
and your thankſgiving as your bleſſings. 

3. In the morning think what ye have to do, for 
which aſk God's bleſſing ; at night, of what you have 
done, for which aſk his forgiveneſs, 

4. Take an exact account of your life, be not afraid 
to look upon the core, but afraid to increaſe ic; to 
diſpair becauſe a man is, ſinful, is to be worſe becauſe 
he hath been bad. 

5. Conſider the ſhortneſs of your life, and certain - 
ty of the judgment, the great reward for the good, and 
ſevere puniſnment for the wicked; therefore make 
even with heavenly repentance, at the end of every day, 
and ſo you ſhall have but one day to repent of before 
you die. 

6. Do injury v0 bone, for by ſo 4 you do but 
teach others to do injury to you. _ 

7. Innocency will be your beſt guard, and your in- 
tegrity will be a coat of mail to you, and he that dares 
to be wicked ſometimes for his advantage, will always 

ſo if his intereſt require it. 

If you love God, keep his commandments, for they 
are not grievous as I have found by experience, Draw 
"nigh unto God, and he wk draw nigh unto you. 
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Secondly, Your Duty to your Mother. 


Onour your father and mother, that your days 
1 may be long vpon the land which the Lord thy 
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God giveth thee, is the fifth can God 4 
and again, Prov. xili 1. A wiſe fon heareth his father's } 


_ inſtructions, but a ſcorner heareth nat rebuke; and 


again, Prov.” vi, 20, My ſon keep thy fathers com- 


mandments, and D not the law of thy mother, 
Prov. iv. xo, Hear O my ſon, and receive my ſayings, 


and the years of thy lite ſhall be many. Here you 


may ſee that duty to your parents is a commandment 


of God, with his promiſe, that thy days may be many, 
Solon the wiſeſt man that ever was, or ever will 


be, in the next place gives you a character of a wiſe 


ſon, that is of a dutitul ſon, and of a ſcorner, that is 
of an undutiful fon ; the wiſe ſon hearkneth to his fa 


ther's inſtruction, he willingly obeys, he ſighs and 


crics, Father I obey ; when he is commanded to go 
he runs, when to make haſte he flies; but the ſcorner 
when he is rebuked is angry, and ready to fly in his 


fathers face, when commanded to go he hides himſelf, . 


when to make haſte diſdains and ſcorns to be ſpoke to. 


Conſider my ſons what 1 have ſaid, and honour your. _ 
mother, when I am in my could grave, I give you this 


charge in the fight of God who quickneth all things 
and before Chriſt Jeſus, who before Pontius Pilate, 


witneſſed a good confeſſion, that you keep this com . 


mandment . without ſpot, 2 Tim, vi 13, Remember 


what came of Abſolom's undutifulneſs, 2 Sam. xviii. | 


9. and by that take warning. 
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Thirdly, Your Duty ta one cncther, e be 


Ehold how good ard pleaſaut it js for LEES ta 
D dwell in unity, Pfal. cxxxvitix My dear chil- 
dren let me admoniſh you, let there be vo; diviſion a- 
mong you, live together as on fleſh, that in fo do- 
ing you may pleaſe God, be a comioi t to vou mother, 
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be a good example to be others, and for ever happy: Ro. 
member the ill conſequences of Cain's hate to his bro- 


ther Abel, Gen. iv. 8. Take warning by others harms 
and you will do well : while others ſtrive one againſt 
another do you ſtrive to do good one for another, 


while others are at variance, do you pray one for ano- 


ther, while others revile one another do you comfort 
One another; while others act the part of Gain, Gen. 
iv 8, do you act the part of Joſeph, Gen. xvi. 4. 


Bear with each others infirmities, and either love 


the other as himſelf, then will you pleaſe God, and 
be bleſſed : mind what I have ſaid, and lay it up in 
your hearts, and God pive his bleſſing toit. I am now 
going to my father, and muſt leave yon, I have kept 
the faith, and I hope we ſhall one day meet face to face 
in beaven, where pleaſures flow in ſtreams, in the pre- 
ſence of the Almighty, and joy for evermore, where 


we may freely take a turn in the golden ſtreets of Pa- 
Tadife, and ſing praiſe unto God for evermore, I have 


very little of worldly wealth to leave you, only this 
— exhortation and my bleſſing. To God the Father, Son 


and Holy-gholt, be honour, glory and. power for ever, 
and for ever. My Children adieu. 
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4 Copy of Verſes that he made upon in elf net lang be- 
b fore his Death, 


Orbear fond man, and weep no more, tis vain, 
When heaven decrees, *tis folly to complain; 
T bis worldly maſs is ſubject to decay, 5 
And death and nature all thing muſt obey: 
The bluſhing roſe ſmiles with the morning ſun, 
Juſt then looks gay, now withers and is gone: 
The unthinking brutes, with ſenſe alone poſſeſt, 
Obey and haſten to their common reſt; | 
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94 Nay this proud fabr ick ſhall at laſt become, 
That ill ſhap'd chaos which it iſſued from, 2 


And primitive nothing ſhall to itſelf return; 
Then why poor mortal doſt thou weep and cry. 
Think what thou art, and be r to die. 
Pardon my ſins almighty God I pray ! 

Ty Forgive me all, then take me hence way; 

41 Pity my ſorrow and relenting tears, 

$f O let my cry come to thy gracious ears 

Appeaſe my conſcience, waſh wy fins awa 

Remit my crimes, then ſtrike this houſe of clay, 
5 Then my triumphant foul ſhall upwards fly, 
And heave widhjoy this worldly vanity, 
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j Some of his Godly Meditations. 


1. O creature undet heaven can afford my ſoul 
. any comfort only thou O Lord of eternal 
glory only thou are the help of man, and the great 
phyfician of fouls: thou briageſt a man nigh unto 
death, and reſtores him to life aain, that he may ſee 
his own weakneſs, and thy power; wherefore all love 
and praiſe be given to-thee, O God. | 
2. O God, 1 extale thy ſacred name tho Jam a 
1 wretched ſinner and iberefore unit and unable to praiſe 
thee, according td thy worthinefs, yet will I not 
ceaſe to give thee thanks, to the utmoſt of my ſtrength 
1 will declare thy juſti ce and mereies and While I live [ 
will praife thy name; I will always ee, honour and, 
. obey thee, and at no time forget thy Wercies. 2 5 | 
3. As for man he is nothing but duſt and ah. 4 
ſhow of ſimple ſeed, and a flip of ſlender ſtrangth, 4% 2 
buble, a chaos of corruption, and -brangh of fading 
flowers a frame of moſt frail fleſh, whoſe ute is bat 12 
ſpan, and fall of miſery. r 
5. O heavenly father, let me not forget cre 
 fiailty let me eonſider what | am, and always remem-. 
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ber what I ſhould be, then ſhall I forget to love myſelt, 
and long after the love of thee. I am made aft er thine 
image, though the falling from thy commandments | 
hath foiled me ſore with fin. 
5. My ſins O Lord ly forth in plenty before thy | 


face, I can turn no waycbut they purſue me, 11 would - 


intreat thee to pardon them, but I dare not draw near 
unto thee for fear of them, conſider my neceſſity, 
moſt mighty God, and deliver me for thy dear ſons ſake: 

6. Altho' my ſins be. as the ſands of the ſea, and 
mine offences be more in number then the hairs of my 
head, yet take thou not vengeance, O Lord, but as 
thou haſt many times ſhewed mercy, {6 vow be graci- 
ous and forgive me, for I know tho' my ſins were as 


red as ſcarlet, yet thou canſt make "9 as white as 


ſnow : Therefore, O Lord, to thee 
and ever. 8 | 
7. I have hungred, O my God, to feed fon thee 


glory for ever 


that art the bread of life, *not with the jaws of my 
Heſh, but with the mouth of my faith, until it may 


pleaſe thee to feed me at full with th 


tire contem 
plation of thy ſubſtance, ch 1 i wall faces to face, 
and alſo b in the celeſtial glory, when/I am diſtharg- 
= edof this houſe of clay, and maſsof corruption ilſis hope 


is the harlour of my delight, and the end of all my 
trouble. Haſten wert O Lord and ſhake myglaſs, 
that the ſand of my life being rnn out, 1 may live 
with the ſouls of juſt men made perfect, where 1 may 


ſingpraiſeto thee forevermor e, world without end, Amen. 


8. Moſt gracious God, give me to drink of that 


Water, that wholo drinketh therefore, ſhall thirſt the 


more after the ſweetneſs of heavenly things, whoſe 
taſte is unſpeakable pleaſant; and give me allo to drink 


of that water, that whoſo drinketh thereof ſhall thirſt _ 
no more for ever, for it floweth from thee,, the foun- 
tain of i nmortallity. To rh O Lord, all praiſe ma 
24 be, 7 


rin s 


